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among hostile critics, the private domestic arrange-
ments of the Taylor household did not concern the
world at large.1 Nevertheless society was scandal-
ised. The austere Carlyles were moved to protest
and Mill's parents were deeply shocked. In fact it
was one of Mill's grievances against his mother that
after Mrs Taylor's marriage to him his mother would
not receive Mrs Mill. It is, therefore, not surprising
if Mill displayed considerable indignation about the
interference of society with the individual. Mill
felt very keenly that it is much easier to suppress
freedom than to encourage it, and also that society
has no right as such to meddle and interfere with
problems which are purely private and domestic
problems. He puts the general problem very well
in the following passage 2:

" The only ground, therefore, on which restric-
tions on Sunday amusement can be defended, must
be that they are religiously wrong; a motive of
legislation which can never be too earnestly pro-
tested against. 6 Deorum injuries Diis curve? It
remains to be proved that society or any of its
officers holds a commission from on high to avenge
anyHmpposed offence to omnipotence, which is not
also wrong to our fellow-creatures. The notion
that it is one man's duty that another should be
religious was the foundation of all the religious per-
secutions ever perpetrated, and if admitted, would
fully justify them. Though the feeling which
breaks out in the repeated attempts to stop railway

1 Cf. Fitzjames Stephen's opinion of Mill as given in the biography
by Leslie Stephen.

2 Liberty, pp. 53 etseq.